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City of Rosemead 
 

Curb Marking Policy & Procedures 
For Red, Green, Yellow, and White Curbs 

 
Introduction 
 
Each year, the City of Rosemead Public Works Department receives several requests 
to install red, green, yellow, and white curbs in front of residences and businesses.  This 
policy and procedures document discuss the issues that are involved in reviewing such 
requests, defines the various types of curb markings, and identifies the conditions and 
locations that are appropriate for such marking.  The procedures for reviewing curb 
marking requests are also discussed. 
 
Curb markings can help customers and delivery drivers with quick and easy access to 
businesses, increase public safety by maintaining visibility in driveways and at corners, 
and provide dedicated pick-up zones. 
 
Policy Objective 
 
It is the objective of this policy to identify the procedures and approval criteria associated 
with installing curb markings.  These procedures were developed in an effort to meet the 
needs of the community while following the standards of practice for the installation of 
curb markings. Additionally, this policy establishes the standards and procedures by 
which curb marking requests are reviewed and implemented. 
 
Curb Marking Definitions and Typical Installations 
 
The City of Rosemead identifies three general types of parking zones, which are: (1) no-
parking zones, (2) time-limited parking zones, and (3) loading zones. 
 
Under some circumstances, special parking zones may be established by:  

1. placement of signs only (as opposed to installing curb markings so long as at 
least two signs are visible from any portion of the parking area),  

2. curb markings only (without signs), or  
3. signs and curb markings. 

 
The definitions of each curb marking are discussed below, along with the locations where 
such curb markings are appropriate. 
 
No-Parking (Red Zones) 
 
Red zones are no-parking zones, whereby parking is not allowed at any time.  Red 
means no stopping, standing, or parking at any time.  
 
Public transportation is the only exception to the “no parking in red zone” rule.  A bus 
may stop in a red zone marked or signed as a bus zone.  
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Red Zones are necessary for the smooth and safe operations of public transit, fire 
responders, and in general, all motorists.  Red Zones are also necessary for other areas 
where a parked car will limit visibility for traffic, pedestrians, or bike riders. 
 
In lieu of Red Zones, or in some cases to supplement those zones, no-parking signage 
may be installed and enforced so long as at least two signs are visible from any portion 
of the parking area. 
 
No-parking zones can be installed in any area of the City where the presence of parked 
vehicles at the curb creates an unsafe situation for vehicular or pedestrian traffic or 
reduces operational efficiency at a particular location to unacceptable levels.  
 

Critical Red Zones  
Critical Red Zones are installed for the benefit of the entire community.  They can 
be installed on any intersection corner to maintain safe and efficient visibility or 
on certain segments of streets, where narrow street widths impede the flow of 
traffic or create unsafe driving conditions.  Thus, when it is warranted by the 
Public Works Department, red curbing can be installed on the corner of any 
intersection to maintain safe and efficient vehicular maneuverability, or on certain 
segments of streets where narrow street widths cause vehicular operations to 
degrade to unacceptable conditions.  The red curb installations discussed above 
are considered critical red zones, where parking restrictions are necessary to 
maintain safe roadway and traffic conditions. 
 
Certain locations may be painted red, without the need of Traffic Commission 
review or City Council approval, where parking is restricted at any time as is 
required by federal, state, or local law (i.e. parking in front of fire hydrants, 
appropriately signed and marked public transit bus stops, etc.). 
 
Driveway Red Tipping 
Driveway red tipping is a special type of red zone that is installed at driveways.  
Short sections of red curbing, typically requested by property owners, can be 
installed on either side of a driveway to promote better maneuverability into and 
out of the driveway and to improve visibility from the driveway.  The amount of 
red tipping will be installed in a way that minimizes the loss of existing on-street 
parking spaces. 
 
Driveway red tipping can be installed to eliminate non-standard parking spaces 
(less than 18 feet) between driveways; a condition that sometimes leads to one 
or both driveways being partially blocked by parked vehicles.  
 
A typical driveway red tipping installation could include between 2- to 5-feet of 
red curbing on either side of the driveway.  However, if there is a possibility to 
park motorcycles or micro-vehicles, those locations shall be preserved and 
striped appropriately.  There are limited situations where the length of red curb 
installed at a location could be adjusted on a case-by-case basis depending on 
other factors such as adjacent parking and operations at adjacent driveways.  
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Parking restrictions for driveway red tipping is enforceable, just as any other no-
parking zone in the City (i.e. any vehicle can be cited for parking in a driveway 
red tipping zone). 
 

Time-Limited Parking (Green Zones) 
 
Time-limited parking zones are areas where the length of time that a vehicle can remain 
parked in a particular space is limited to a specified duration.  In the City of Rosemead, a 
Green Zone generally indicates no standing or parking for longer than 20 minutes at any 
time between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. of any day except Sundays or Holidays and when 
signs are erected giving notice thereof.  However, under certain circumstances, green 
zones with time limits other than 20 minutes can be installed if warranted by Public Works 
review. 
 
Time-restricted parking zones are typically installed in commercial areas.  Green Zones 
can be installed where unrestricted curb space in front of a particular business is used for 
long-term parking during the majority of the day, such that short-term parking is not 
available for customers of the businesses in the area.  Appropriately marked Green Zones 
will have the parking time limit painted on the curb to supplement the parking signage. 
 
Loading (Yellow and White Zones) 
 
Loading zones are special parking zones that allow for temporary parking for the sole 
purpose of loading and unloading freight and/or passengers.  Loading zones may be 
marked in front of the entrance to any place of business or hall/place used for the purpose 
of public assembly. 
 
Yellow Curb 
 
A Yellow Zone indicates an area that has been designated solely for freight and 
passenger loading activities.  Yellow means no stopping, standing, or parking at any time 
between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. of any day except Sunday for any purpose other than 
the loading or unloading of passengers or materials; provided that the loading or 
unloading of passengers shall not consume more than three minutes, nor the loading or 
unloading of materials shall consume more than twenty minutes. 
 
Loading zones are typically installed in commercial areas and near high-density 
residential developments.  Yellow Zones can be installed in areas where frequent material 
loading and/or passenger loading occur, but where the majority of the unrestricted curb 
space in front of the subject business or residential complex is used for long-term parking 
during most of the day, such that there is no usable curb space for loading activities. 
 
White Zone 
 
White Zones can be installed to permanently reserve curb-space for passenger loading 
only.  White means no stopping, standing or parking for any purpose other than loading 
or unloading of passengers.  There is a 3 minute time limit for passenger loading and 
unloading.  
White Zone restrictions are in effect between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. of any day except 
Sunday or as follows: 
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1. When a white curb is installed in front of a hotel, the restrictions shall apply at all 
times. 

2. When a white curb is in front of a school, the restrictions may be modified to apply 
to drop-off and pick-up times only, as determined necessary by Public Works staff 
and school officials. 

 
Passenger loading zones typically are found in commercial areas, near schools, senior 
care facilities, senior housing, hospitals, restaurants, hotels, apartment buildings, 
theaters, churches, and other large places of assembly.  
 
Curb Marking Requests 
 
Business and property owners can request curb markings by filling out and returning the 
General Curb Marking Request form.  The form is included at the back of this document. 
Incomplete requests will be delayed while staff coordinates with the requestor to complete 
the application.   
 
The application request does not guarantee approval. 
 
Curb Marking Evaluation Process 
 
Each curb marking request requires time for staff to evaluate the request, conduct field 
visits, collect and analyze data (if necessary), mark curb-painting locations in the field, 
and to install the requested curb markings. 
 
When the Public Works Department receives a completed Curb Marking Application, City 
staff will process the request on a first-come first-serve basis.  Listed below are the steps 
involved in evaluating a curb marking request. 
 
a. Field Visit – After the completed application is received, City staff will conduct a 

field visit to assess the problem and identify possible solutions within two weeks 
of receipt of the completed curb marking application.  Curb marking requests 
involving safety issues have priority over other requests.  Therefore, when a 
safety request is received, City staff will conduct field visits and investigate the 
location within three working days of when the request is received to determine 
if immediate improvements are necessary. 
 

b. Data Collection (if necessary) – Additional data, such as parking survey 
information, may be necessary to review some curb marking requests.  A parking 
survey may be needed to assess the impact on parking in the area when parking 
activity is high, or to determine if the parking activity in the area is high enough to 
warrant installation of the requested curb marking.  When necessary, parking 
surveys require an additional two weeks to evaluate the need and feasibility of 
the requested curb marking. 
 

c. Contact Adjacent Residence/Property Owners (if necessary) – An additional 
step in the review process is necessary when the requested curb marking will 
affect locations other than that owned by the requestor.  Under such conditions, 
the City will seek input from the affected property owners.  Notices will be sent 
out to property owners when colored curbing, which was not requested by them, 
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will be installed in front of their property.  When the location of a requested curb 
marking is in a place other than the requestor’s property frontage, the request will 
not be granted without the affected property owner’s signature on the Curb 
Marking Request Form or a letter from the affected property owner consenting to 
the curb marking. 
 

d. Review and Evaluation – Following the field visit and data collection, staff will 
evaluate the circumstances of the particular request and make a determination 
regarding the feasibility of the requested curb marking.  The review and 
evaluation process will be conducted within two weeks from the time when the 
field visits and data collection are complete.  If City staff determines that the 
requested curb is justified, then it will be taken to Traffic Commission with a 
recommendation of approval.  If City staff determines that the requested curb is 
not justified, then a denial letter will be sent along with an explanation of the 
appeal process. 
 

e. Notification – Upon completion of the review of the requested curb marking, City 
staff will send a letter to the requestor documenting the results of the analysis, 
the City’s findings, and a schedule for the item to be reviewed by the Traffic 
Commission and the City Council. 
 

f. Curb Marking Approval – If City staff determines that the requested curb 
marking is feasible and justified, then it will be taken to the Traffic Commission.  
The Traffic Commission’s recommendation will then be taken to the City Council 
for a determination of final approval or denial.  Any decision of denial on curb 
markings made by the Public Works Department is appealable to the Traffic 
Commission followed by the City Council
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Evaluation Criteria 
 

Every curb marking request involves a different set of circumstances.  As such, each curb marking 
request will require a unique analysis that takes into account the particular set of circumstances 
involved.  Some of the common issues involved in evaluating a curb marking request are 
discussed below. 
 
How much parking is removed to accommodate the request? 
When a curb marking, is requested, consideration is given to the preservation of adjacent parking 
spaces.  It is undesirable to install sections of colored curbing that would leave a relatively long, 
but unusable portion of unpainted curb (less than 18 feet). 
 
Would the requested curb marking affect other property owners? 
Occasionally, installing curb markings at one location causes drivers to park their cars closer to 
an adjacent driveway or property frontage, thereby creating a problem at that location.  Under 
circumstances such as these, the feasibility of adjusting the length of the requested curb marking 
at adjacent driveways is reviewed. 
 
How is parking in the area affected by adjacent land uses? 
Time-limited parking and loading zones may be warranted in areas where long-term parking 
regularly occupies the curb space that is needed for loading and short-term customer parking.  A 
parking occupancy survey may be necessary to quantify the magnitude of the parking problem 
and the usage of curb space in the area. 
 
Are there similar parking zones nearby that would serve the requestor? 
City staff will evaluate the neighborhood where the curb marking is requested to determine if 
existing colored curb zones (green, yellow, white) could serve the requested location. 
 
How big does the requested zone need to be and how many deliveries are expected during 
peak times?  For Yellow and White Zones, what size vehicle will be using the zone? 
Consideration will be given to providing the zone that is requested while maintaining as much 
parking in the area so as not to unfairly impact nearby property owners. 
 
How does the requested curb marking impact surrounding properties? 
City staff will evaluate if the requested curb marking would remove parking spaces that nearby 
businesses rely on.  In some cases, any new curb marking requests could also require the consent 
of adjacent business or property owners. 
 
What is the impact on motorist safety? 
City staff will adhere to accepted engineering practice when determining whether the requested 
curb markings are feasible and appropriate in regards to traffic safety. 
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Is the curb marking going to be installed in a location other than the requestor’s property 
frontage? 
If so, then the Public Works Department will not grant the request without consent from the 
affected property owner allowing the curb on their frontage to be painted per the request.  
However, consent from the affected property owner is not required if a red zone is to be installed 
on their property on a segment of curb that does not constitute a legitimate parking space (i.e. 
less than 18 feet of unmarked curb space), and/or the curb marking is required to address an 
immediate traffic safety hazard. 
 
Is there off-street parking available that could address the same issue without the impact 
of restricting on-street parking? 
Consideration will be given to whether existing off-street parking space could reasonably be 
converted by the requestor, or by the requestor’s landlord, to provide the needed loading zone or 
short-term parking. 
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Special Considerations for Critical Red Zones 
 
Evaluating the need for critical Red Zones involves the following criteria in addition to those 
described above.  Establishing critical intersection and roadway Red Zones will be based 
primarily on evidence that could identify a particular location as a safety problem or high-accident 
location. 
 
When evaluating the need for Red Zones at a particular location, the primary areas of 
investigation will be accident records at the location, the traffic volume at the location, and the 
street/intersection geometrics associated with the location. 
 
Locations with multiple complaints of visibility problems and locations with many requests for red 
curbing will be considered candidates for safety improvements and will be evaluated further to 
assess the need for red curbing to improve sight distance and/or traffic operations. 
 
Maintenance of Existing Curb Markings 
 
Existing curb markings that have become faded will be refreshed by Public Works Department as 
needed.  Under no circumstances shall the property owner be permitted to paint or repaint any 
curb markings. 
 
Removal of Curb Markings 
 
Occasionally, the Public Works Department will receive a request for the removal of an existing 
curb marking.  Any such request would be reviewed using the same process and evaluation 
criteria that staff would use for new curb marking requests. 
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General Curb Marking Request Form 

The purpose of this form is to enable business/property owners to request the installation of curb markings in front of their 
business/residence. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE APPLICANT:  Fill out this application form completely and return to the Public Works 
Department. If you have general questions regarding the City’s Curb Marking Policy, please refer to the City’s Policy and 
Procedures for Installation of Curb Markings, which can be found at www.cityofrosemead.org under the Public Works Department. 

 
Contact Name: Phone:    
Business Name: E-Mail:     
Address:      

1. Type of curb marking zone you are applying for: 
No-Parking Time-Limited Parking Loading 

2. Is requested curb marking zone completely within your property frontage? (check one): Yes No 
If no, then please have the owner/resident of the property where the curb marking will be installed fill out the 
following information: 

 

 
 

3. Length of Zone Requested:     
7. Land-Use Type (check one) 

___ Single Family Home ___ Restaurant ___ Medical Office 
___ Hotel/Motel  ___ Retail ___ Office 

8. Business hours and days:                   
9. For Loading Zones: 

a. Number of pick-ups/deliveries daily:   
b. Typical size and type of truck:   
c. Estimated times of highest usage:   

For Time-Limited Parking Zones: 
a. Estimated number of customers/visitors daily:   
b. Estimated times of highest usage:    

Is there support from adjacent properties, including support from the Home Owners Association, for installation of the 
requested curb marking? _________ Can you demonstrate this support if necessary? _____________ 

10. Are there any facilities (churches, schools, shopping malls, office complexes, etc.) in the area that affect the availability of 
parking or loading at this location?  

 
 
 

Signature of Applicant: _____________________________________                                          Date: __________________ 
 
 

Please Return to: City of Rosemead 
       Department of Public Works 
       8838 E. Valley Boulevard 
       Rosemead, CA 91770 

Name:     
Address:       
Phone Number:      
I consent to allow the requested curb marking in front of my property. 

 
Signature:  ____________________________________  Date:  _____________ 

http://www.cityofrosemead.org/
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